AMEEICAW HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.
There was something so extraordinary, so unexpected and to all present so amazing in his concluding remarks, as they related to myself, that they failed to disturb my own temper. I was thus enabled to describe very calmly, in reply, the true character and condition of the petitioners,—concurring in the condemnation by my colleague of their religious views, but giving them credit for their charities, their sobriety and their industry,—claiming for them the common right to petition Congress for a redress of grievances even tho' they were not real,—stating what I considered due to myself in the matter, and concluding with a declaration of my intention, for reasons which the Senate would not fail to appreciate, to postpone all comments upon the treatment which the petitioners had received from my colleague until it should appear that he persisted in his opposition to my motion in the spirit which had been exhibited. The Senate was evidently relieved by the direction thus given to the subject, and after a moment's pause, without farther remarks from any quarter, met the motion to commit by an emphatic aye without a single negative vote.
The occurrence produced a suspension of personal intercourse between us, but Mr. King's good sense and correct feeling soon put an end to it. Within a day of two thereafter he approached me at the adjournment of the Senate and proposed to take a seat in. my carriage. On our way from the Capitol he expressed his great regret on account of the occurrence which I have described,—his strong feelings against the Shakers having caused him to overlook what was due to myself. He apprised me of his intention to leave Washington in a day or two, never again to resume his seat in the Senate, and said that he would embrace that opportunity to make his acknowledgments for the respect and kindness with which I had treated him. He regarded it as a remarkable circumstance that we should have passed as opponents thro' so exciting a Presidential canvass as that which had just closed without more incidents to disturb our feelings and to threaten our friendship than the few which had unhappily arisen, and that he owed it to me to say, before we parted, how sensible he was that we were in a very great degree indebted for that exemption to my amiable disposition and self command: and he concluded by pressing me earnestly to pay him a visit on mj return home after the adjournment.
I need not speak of the extent to which my feelings were allayec by this seasonable and kind explanation. I visited him on my return and was received with his usual cordiality. He said that sorm of his friends had told him that I would not keep my promise fc come to him, but that he understood me better than they did, t< which I might have added that there were not a few of mine wh<for him, a very violent, at lack on the applicants, us a band of fanatics-, and ended by a motion to lay tho Petition on the table, adding that it would bo. but; justly treated wo.ro it, thrown under (he table.f Col. Young, as would, in all probability, defeat a rival for whom it cannot be supposed he entertained much affection. It must have been under some such Impressions, that, contrary to the expectations, and to the surprise of all parties, on the 2nd day of .Tune he issued a proclamation requiring an extra session -of the legislature on the 2nd day of August,"—W, C, F, 0. Flagg.f the states to assent to II.. I am inclined to think has not presented itself since the organization of the government. Persuaded that you as the representatives of a free people, will only 1)» influenced by reason and true patriotism, it is submitted to your wisdom and discretion, whether, under existing circumstances, Iho present manner of choosing electors ought, at this time, to be changed."—W, C, F,o[),n:^,i.t ,xj o^ piasuo.) j<»u ppio.) pun imiM^od ,n\\ .mj
